
GuidedWealth.com offers **Guided Wealth Portfolios (GWP)**, a hybrid digital investing 
platform powered by LPL Financial. It combines algorithm-driven portfolio management 
(using primarily ETFs in model portfolios based on your age, risk tolerance, goals, and time 
horizon) with access to a dedicated wealth management professional for one-on-one 
guidance. 

 

Key features include automatic diversification, daily/annual rebalancing, tax-loss 
harvesting (when thresholds are met), 24/7 online access, and a low $5,000 minimum. It 
focuses on growth-oriented investing for long-term goals like retirement or major 
purchases. Fees consist of a negotiable **Advisor Fee** (up to 1.00%, set by your local 
advisor/IAR) plus LPL's **Program Fee** (originally 0.35%, reduced to 0.25% effective July 
1, 2026). This makes the total wrap fee typically range from about 0.50%–1.25%+ (plus 
underlying ETF expense ratios around 0.10–0.20%), depending on the advisor and account 
size. Fees are deducted quarterly from the account. 

 

GWP positions itself as a middle-ground "robo with a human touch" — more personalized 
support than pure robos but more accessible and lower-cost than traditional full-service 
advisors. 

 

### Comparison to Main Competitors 

Here's how GWP stacks up against popular competitors in the robo/hybrid space (data as 
of early 2026; fees and features can change): 

 

- **Pure Robo-Advisors (Automated, Minimal Human Touch)**: 

  - **Betterment** (Digital plan): 0.25% (or $5/month for small balances) + ETF expenses. 
$0–$10 minimum. Strong on goal-based planning, tax-loss harvesting, fractional shares, 
and multiple accounts/buckets. Premium tier (0.65% or similar) adds CFP access. 
Excellent for beginners and tax optimization. 

  - **Wealthfront**: Flat 0.25% + ETF expenses. $500 minimum. Excels in advanced tax 
tools (e.g., direct indexing for larger accounts), financial planning simulations, and 
automation. Less emphasis on ongoing human advisor access. 



  - **Vanguard Digital Advisor**: ~0.15–0.20% (very low). $100 minimum. Uses low-cost 
Vanguard funds; simple and cost-efficient for long-term index investors. Hybrid upgrade 
(Personal Advisor) available at higher minimums (~0.30%) with human CFPs. 

  - **Fidelity Go**: 0% under $25k, then 0.35%. $0–$10 minimum. No advisory fee for small 
accounts; includes some coaching access in higher tiers. Uses proprietary zero-expense-
ratio funds in some cases. Very beginner-friendly and low-cost. 

  - **Schwab Intelligent Portfolios**: 0% advisory fee (earns via cash sweep/allocations). 
$5,000 minimum. Solid automation and rebalancing; Premium version adds CFP access 
for a flat monthly fee. 

 

- **Other Hybrid Options** (More Human Guidance): 

  - **Merrill Guided Investing** (Bank of America): ~0.45%+ (higher with advisor access). 
Benefits existing banking clients; combines robo automation with advisor coaching. Often 
more expensive than pure robos. 

  - **Fidelity Go with coaching** or similar upgrades: Adds human elements at a 
reasonable cost. 

 

**Fee Summary (Approximate Annual, Excluding ETF Expenses)**: 

- GWP: 0.50%–1.25%+ (Advisor portion varies; LPL program fee dropping to 0.25% in mid-
2026). Higher potential cost due to advisor discretion. 

- Betterment/Wealthfront: 0.25%. 

- Vanguard Digital: 0.15–0.20%. 

- Fidelity Go: 0–0.35%. 

- Schwab: 0% (basic). 

 

GWP's total cost is often higher than top pure robos but marketed as lower than traditional 
1%+ human advisors. The advisor fee is negotiable with your specific professional, so it can 
vary widely by firm/relationship. 

 

### Strengths of GuidedWealth.com (GWP) 



- **Human + Tech Hybrid**: Dedicated professional support (not just a call center) 
differentiates it from fully automated robos. Good for those wanting reassurance or 
occasional guidance without full-service complexity. 

- Low entry barrier ($5,000 minimum) and focus on self-starters transitioning from saving to 
investing. 

- Automatic features (rebalancing, tax-loss harvesting, goal-based glide paths) similar to 
competitors. 

- Backed by LPL's infrastructure (custody, trading, research). 

 

### Weaknesses / Areas Where Competitors May Be Better 

- **Cost**: Potentially higher and less transparent/predictable than flat 0.25% robos or 
zero-fee options like Schwab/Fidelity for smaller balances. The advisor fee component can 
push totals above many digital-only platforms. 

- **Customization and Scale**: Model portfolios are standardized (one per account, 
limited customization). Pure robos like Betterment or Wealthfront often offer more goal 
buckets, fractional shares, or advanced tax strategies. 

- **Transparency and Brand**: GWP is distributed through independent advisors affiliated 
with LPL, so experience varies by the specific advisor/firm. It doesn't have the massive 
brand recognition or AUM scale of Vanguard, Fidelity, or Schwab. Pure robos tend to rank 
higher in independent reviews for overall value and features. 

- **Add-Ons**: Fewer standout perks (e.g., no built-in high-yield cash management like 
some competitors) compared to leaders. 

 

### Who Should Choose GuidedWealth.com vs. Competitors? 

- **Choose GWP** if you value **personalized human guidance** from a local or 
dedicated professional alongside automation, have $5k–$100k+ to invest, and prefer a 
hybrid without the highest traditional advisor fees. It's a good fit for beginners or busy 
people who want "set it and mostly forget it" with occasional advisor check-ins. 

- **Choose a Pure Robo (Betterment, Wealthfront, Vanguard Digital, Fidelity Go)** if you 
want the **lowest fees**, maximum automation, and are comfortable with minimal or 
optional human interaction. These often win in 2026 "best robo" rankings for cost-
efficiency, tax tools, and user experience. 



- **Choose Schwab/Fidelity** for near-zero fees on smaller accounts or integration with 
broader banking/brokerage services. 

- **Consider Full-Service Hybrids or Traditional Advisors** if your needs involve complex 
tax/estate planning, high net worth (> $500k+), or more hands-on advice. 

 

**Bottom Line**: GuidedWealth.com (GWP) carves a niche as an accessible hybrid for 
those who want professional oversight without paying premium rates — especially if your 
local LPL-affiliated advisor offers competitive pricing. However, for many investors 
(particularly cost-conscious or tech-savvy ones), pure robos like **Betterment**, 
**Wealthfront**, **Vanguard Digital Advisor**, or **Fidelity Go** provide similar (or better) 
automation at lower, more predictable fees. 

 

Always compare your specific advisor's total fees, review the latest disclosures (including 
conflicts like revenue sharing), and consider your full financial picture. Investment 
platforms involve risk; past performance isn't indicative of future results. If your situation is 
straightforward, starting with a low-cost robo and upgrading later (or consulting a fiduciary) 
is often efficient. Check GuidedWealth.com or your advisor for current details, and shop 
around — many platforms offer easy transfers. 


