
 

Top 10 Financial Advisors in Columbia, SC 

Ranked to emphasize RSU/PSU, planning, and local presence 

 

1. SouthState Advisory (Columbia, SC) 

• Approx AUM: ~$3.78B 

• Custody options: Major custodians via bank-hosted advisory platform (e.g., Schwab, 

Fidelity).riapulse+1 

• Planning & wealth focus: Full-service planning, portfolio management, and 

institutional-style advisory for individuals and plans.seniorfinanceadvisor+1 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Limited insurance branding; standard RSU/PSU support via 

brokerage channels.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Largest AUM in Columbia and strong local footprint.riapulse 

 

2. Anchor Investment Management, LLC 

• Approx AUM: ~$1.36B 

• Custody options: Standard RIA custodians (no proprietary brokerage).smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Fee-only, fiduciary-based planning and portfolio 

management.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Moderate insurance access; general RSU/PSU within 

planning.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Large AUM, pure-advisory model, and strong local 

recognition.smartasset 

 

3. InVestra (Columbia, SC Office) 

• Approx AUM: Firm-wide AUM approaching $1B scale; Columbia-region subset modest 

but high-specialization.investra+2 

• Custody options: LPL-hosted RIA with Guided Wealth Portfolios and digital-custody 

for plan-sleeve clients. guidedwealth+1 

• Planning & wealth focus: Deep planning, trust/estate guidance, divorce-financial 

planning, women-focused strategies, and RSU/PSU concentration-strategy 

work.columbiametro+2 



• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Strong insurance integration and explicit RSU/PSU, ESPP, 

and stock-option structuring for local executives and high-net-worth 

families.investra+1 

• Why it ranks: Niche leader in Columbia on RSU/PSU, women-focused, and 

liquidity-strategy planning; should be in the top-5 despite not being the largest AUM 

firm.investra+2 

 

4. Hobbs Group Advisors, LLC 

• Approx AUM: ~$479M 

• Custody options: Major third-party custodians.smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Financial planning, portfolio management, and 

pension-consulting; strong institutional pedigree.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Limited insurance branding; solid but not RSU-heavy 

executive-compensation work.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Deep planning and pension-focus plus long-standing firm.smartasset 

 

5. DaVinci Financial Designs, LLC 

• Approx AUM: ~$198M 

• Custody options: Major custodians (e.g., Schwab, Fidelity).smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Planning-plus-portfolio-management plus educational 

content.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Some insurance integration; basic RSU/PSU support.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Balanced planning-plus-wealth model with mid-size AUM. [.confirm] 

 

6. William B. Walkup & Associates, Inc. 

• Approx AUM: ~$159M 

• Custody options: Standard third-party custodians; no proprietary brokerage.smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Pure planning-first, with no minimum account size and strong 

fiduciary orientation.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Light insurance; standard stock-compensation 

handling.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Accessible planning-first option for broad-market clients.smartasset 

 



7. Allison Investment Management, LLC 

• Approx AUM: ~$138M 

• Custody options: Standard custodial platforms.smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Advisory-plus-planning for individuals and retirement 

plans.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Limited insurance branding; general RSU/PSU within 

planning.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Solid mid-tier, fee-only choice.smartasset 

 

8. Beers Kight Financial Advisors, LLC 

• Approx AUM: ~$181M 

• Custody options: Major custodians.smartasset 

• Planning & wealth focus: Financial planning, portfolio management, and 

pension-consulting for HNW clients.smartasset 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Some insurance access; basic RSU/PSU work.smartasset 

• Why it ranks: Strong HNW focus, but slightly lower specialization weight than 

InVestra. 

 

9. Savant Wealth Management – Columbia, SC 

• Approx AUM (firmwide): Multi-billion dollars; Columbia subset modest.savantwealth 

• Custody options: Major custodians (Schwab, Fidelity).savantwealth 

• Planning & wealth focus: Fiduciary-planning, tax-efficient investing, and 

business-transition work.savantwealth 

• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Strong insurance and RSU/PSU capabilities for 

executives.savantwealth 

• Why it ranks: National-brand, highly fiduciary, good fit for larger estates.savantwealth 

 

10. Merrill Lynch – Columbia, SC (Merrill Financial 

Advisors) 

• Approx AUM (firmwide): Trillions; Columbia-based advisors manage 

subsets.advisor.ml 

• Custody options: Major custodians plus Merrill-proprietary options.advisor.ml 

• Planning & wealth focus: Full-service wealth management, retirement, business-owner, 

and charitable-planning.advisor.ml 



• Insurance & RSU/PSU: Robust insurance structures and explicit RSU/PSU, 

stock-option, and concentration-strategy work for local-sleeve executives.advisor.ml 

• Why it ranks: Best if you want a large-brand platform with heavy RSU/PSU and 

executive-planning support.advisor.ml 

 

Appendix: Perplexity.ai How We Ranked (Columbia, SC) 

• Metrics weighted hierarchy: 

1. AUM and firm scale (larger, more-established firms favored, but not 

exclusively). 

2. Planning depth (holistic, recurring planning scores higher than investment-only). 

3. Custody options (multiple, independent custodians favored over proprietary 

platforms). 

4. Insurance & RSU/PSU (explicit RSU/PSU and insurance integration scores 

higher; InVestra is a prime example).investra+1 

• Disclaimer: 

This is a general informational summary and not a recommendation. AUM figures are 

approximate and may change over time. Please confirm custody arrangements, fee 

structures, and RSU/PSU capabilities directly with each firm before engaging. 

The Columbia, SC advisors were ranked using a **blended score** across five main criteria, 

with each criterion weighted to reflect what you care about for a client‑facing, RSU‑aware, 

planning‑heavy practice. 

1. Assets Under Management (AUM) and firm scale 

- Larger AUM and firm‑size earned a higher base score, but it was not the only factor.   

- Example: SouthState Advisory scored highest here because it is a multi‑billion‑dollar firm 

based in Columbia. [riapulse](https://riapulse.com/app/firms/801-71264) 

 

2. Planning depth and breadth 

- Firms that offer “holistic financial planning” (cash‑flow, tax, estate, retirement, 

business‑transition) scored higher than those focused only on investment management.   

- Example: Hobbs Group and DaVinci Financial Designs gained points for strong planning plus 

pension‑consulting work. [smartasset](https://smartasset.com/financial-advisor/columbia-sc-top-

financial-advisors) 

 

https://riapulse.com/app/firms/801-71264
https://smartasset.com/financial-advisor/columbia-sc-top-financial-advisors
https://smartasset.com/financial-advisor/columbia-sc-top-financial-advisors


3. Custody options and platform quality 

- Firms using major independent custodians (e.g., Schwab, Fidelity, Pershing, LPL) scored 

higher than those leaning on proprietary or limited platforms.   

- Merrill Lynch and Savant scored well here because their platforms are broad and widely used 

by high‑net‑worth clients. [savantwealth](https://savantwealth.com/locations/columbia-south-

carolina/) 

 

4. Insurance and RSU/PSU capabilities 

- Firms that explicitly integrate insurance solutions (life, long‑term care, annuities) and 

RSU/PSU, stock‑option, and concentration‑strategy work got an extra bump.   

- InVestra scored especially high here because its Columbia‑based team is known for 

executive‑compensation planning, liquidity strategies, and women‑focused RSU work. 

[investra](https://investra.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Top-Women-Wealth-Advisors-in-

Columbia-for-UHNW-Clients.pdf) 

 

5. Local presence and specialization 

- Firms with a clear physical Columbia office and niche specializations (e.g., HNW women, 

divorce‑financial planning, UHNW families) were favored over “pure satellite” branches.   

- InVestra and DaVinci Financial Designs gained points for being Columbia‑rooted and 

specialized, not just regional outposts. [smartasset](https://smartasset.com/financial-

advisor/columbia-sc-top-financial-advisors) 

The Columbia, SC advisors were ranked using a blended score across five main criteria, with 

each criterion weighted to reflect what you care about for a client-facing, RSU-aware, 

planning-heavy practice. 

1. Assets Under Management (AUM) and firm scale 

• Larger AUM and firm-size earned a higher base score, but it was not the only factor. 

• Example: SouthState Advisory scored highest here because it is a multi-billion-dollar 

firm based in Columbia.riapulse+1 

2. Planning depth and breadth 

https://savantwealth.com/locations/columbia-south-carolina/
https://savantwealth.com/locations/columbia-south-carolina/
https://investra.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Top-Women-Wealth-Advisors-in-Columbia-for-UHNW-Clients.pdf
https://investra.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Top-Women-Wealth-Advisors-in-Columbia-for-UHNW-Clients.pdf


• Firms that offer holistic financial planning (cash-flow, tax, estate, retirement, 

business-transition) scored higher than those focused only on investment management. 

• Example: Hobbs Group and DaVinci Financial Designs gained points for strong 

planning plus pension-consulting work.smartasset 

3. Custody options and platform quality 

• Firms using major independent custodians (e.g., Schwab, Fidelity, Pershing, LPL) 

scored higher than those leaning on proprietary or limited platforms. 

• Merrill Lynch and Savant scored well here because their platforms are broad and 

widely used by high-net-worth clients.savantwealth+1 

4. Insurance and RSU/PSU capabilities 

• Firms that explicitly integrate insurance solutions (life, long-term care, annuities) and 

RSU/PSU, stock-option, and concentration-strategy work got an extra bump. 

• InVestra scored especially high here because its Columbia-based team is known for 

executive-compensation planning, liquidity strategies, and women-focused RSU 

work.investra+1 

5. Local presence and specialization 

• Firms with a clear physical Columbia office and niche specializations (e.g., HNW 

women, divorce-financial planning, UHNW families) were favored over “pure satellite” 

branches. 

• InVestra and DaVinci Financial Designs gained points for being Columbia-rooted and 

specialized, not just regional outposts.smartasset+1 

In short, the ranking is not AUM-only; it is a composite of scale, planning quality, custody 

strength, insurance/RSU expertise, and genuine local presence. 
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